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variation is thus constantly eliminated, and the strength
of the instinct is thereby maintained from generation to
generation. This deduction is strongly supported by
the fact that in our own country one-quarter of the people
of each generation become the parents of about one-half
of the population of the succeeding generation.1 There
can be no doubt that, among this quarter of the popula-
tion, the parental, and probably also the reproductive,
instinct is on the average stronger than in the remaining
three-quarters who produce the other half of the next
generation.2

This view receives further strong support from the
fact that it is among the most cultured and leisured
classes of any community that the falling birth-rate first
and most strongly manifests itself. This seems to have
been the case in Greece and Rome, and it has been
statistically established for this country as well as for
several others ; 3 while in the United States of America
the difference in this respect between the cultured descend-
ants of the earlier colonists in the Eastern States and the
less civilised hordes of later immigrants seems to be
generally admitted and to be recognised as a matter for
serious regret. And it is of course among the cultured
classes that the supernatural and social sanctions are most
weakened by the habit of independent thought and action.
Again, it is in Australia where the supernatural and other
sanctions are relatively weak and the average level of
education and intelligence is high, that the fall of the
birth-rate is exhibited very markedly by all classes of the
community. On the other hand, the Jews are a people
that has been at a fairly high level of civilisation more
continuously and for a longer total period than any other
outside Asia; yet they remain prolific, for the super-
natural and social sanctions that maintain the family

1 See Professor Karl Pearson's Chances of Death.

* There are certainly among the celibates of our population a
certain number of persons who know of sexual desire only by hearsay
and who regard it as a strange madness from which they are fortunately
free.    Cf. Professor Forel's Sexuelle Frage.

* See especially David Heron (Drapers' Company Research Memoir),
On the Relation of Fertility to Social Status, 1906.